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What is the Oregon Forest Resources Institute?
ACreated by the Oregon Legislature in 1991.

ASupport Oregonds f or angthewiseo
stewardship of natural resources for the benefit of
Oregonians (ORS 526.605).

AGeneral Authority (ORS 526.640)

1. Increase public understanding of forestry and its
public benefits

2. support education within the forestry sector

3. conduct research and help facilitate continued
Improvement in wood utilization

4. provide publications and other materials relating to
the I nstituteds wor Kk
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OFRI| 0s s-threewponany pregrams

AOFRI 6s programs provide educatio
for the general public, K-12 teachers and students, and
forestland owners.

AThe agency does not receive state general fund money:. It is

funded by a dedicated portion of the forest products harvest
tax.

AThe St a
governi

annual budgets a
statute (ORS 576.
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OFRI funding

AOFRI 6s funding c o meeaicated morionaf st a
the forest products harvest tax.

AOver the
guarterly

past decade harvest tax revenues collected (on a
pasis) to fund the agency have been between

$3.17 and $4.04 million per year.

AThe harvest tax rate fi currently $1.12 per thousand board
feet nand budget are set annually by the OFRI Board.
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Public education

Aeducational statewide media
Aspecial reports and publications
Asector economic data
Acounty-by-county economic analyses
Awebsite resources

Apublic interpretive signage

Apublic awareness research
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K-12 education

Aclassroom materials and curriculum
Ateacher training

Acareer and technical education (CTE)
Aclassroom programs

Afield programs

Al15-acre teaching forest

Abus reimbursement for schools
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| andowner education

Apublications, videos and resources
Aforest protection laws reference manual
APartnership for Forestry Education (PFE)

Asupport for multiple OSU/OSU Extension
forestland owner educational programs

Awildlife management tours, workshops
and publications
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2021 Secretary of State audit

A In 2020-21, the Oregon Secretary of State Audits
Division conducted a performance audit of OFRI.

A 10-month processii completed July 2021

A The audit produced five recommendations
for the agency.

A Agency immediately began implementing
suggested changes.
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Recommendations and OFRI response

Five recommendations:

1. Revise and clarify OFRI &8s el %
consistent with principles of good governance. LEL

2. Develop a policy/guidance for staff and board members
to ensure OFRI avoids activities prohibited by statute.

3. Improve internal controls.

4. Improve transparency and involve a broader array of
stakeholders outside the industry.

5. Conduct a comprehensive review of OFRI statutes and
determine which statewide policies apply to OFRI fiin
consultation with DAS and DOJ.
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Looking ahead to 2023:

Complete remaining audit actions:
A new OFRI five-year strategic plan

A recruit and hire staff to support policy and
procedures documentation, and for other
operational changes that resulted from the
audit

A ongoing training for OFRI board and staff
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Private Forest Accord for 2023

Asignificant changes to Oregon forest practices

Asignificant educational needs as a result of
the changes to forest practice regulations

AOFRI is part of collaborative efforts to help
educate a wide range of audiences about the
changes In forest practice rules
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